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PROVOCATEUR 


Steve Do brow: 

New Yorker, Character, Transit Expert, Train Buff, Advocate. 1943-2002 


One of the fun things about working 
at T. A. is getting to know the color¬ 
ful cast of characters who populate 
NYC government and transportation 
advocacy. Within this group, the rail 
and transit buffs occupy a special 
niche. And of them, Steve Dobrow, 
the founder of the Committee for Bet¬ 
ter Transit, was the king. Steve died 
of sudden heart failure at age fifty- 
nine on Sunday January 13, 2002. 
And, though T.A. devotes the bulk of 
our magazine to bicycle and pedestri¬ 
an issues, we feel that it is important 
to use this space to honor the memory 
of this steadfast allie, colleague and 
friend. g 

Following is a brief remembrance o 
of Steve Dobrow by Gene Russianojf > 
of the Straphangers Campaign. o 


I JUST LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF STEPHEN DOBROW, WHO 
was the dean of the transit rider advocacy community with 
more than 30 years as president of the Committee for Bet¬ 
ter Transit. His funeral is tomorrow, Tuesday January 15. 
Stephen was a unique New York character and his efforts 
benefited millions of riders. He hung in there through the 
decline of the transit system in the 1960s and 70s and was 
part of its comeback in the 80s and 90s. He was named a 
New Yorker of the Year by NY 1 News in 1997 for his suc¬ 
cessful efforts to win unlimited-ride transit passes. 

Steve was a rare breed, a transit buff and a transit advo¬ 
cate. Very few are both. Transit buffs know the year when a 
particular model subway car was built and the inner work¬ 
ings of its propulsion systems. But they rarely get embroiled 
in battles at City Hall or Albany for the resources to buy 
those trains. Transit advocates may be good lobbyists, but 
often don’t know the intricate details of how the subways 
and buses operate. 

Steve was skilled as both. One of my favorite Steve sto¬ 
ries is about a meeting we had with transit officials. Two of 
us advocates were surrounded by 20 transit managers saying 
why something we wanted couldn’t be done. Steve arrived 
late, took one look at the official’s map of the subway line in 
question and told them that it was mistaken - the track 
switch was at the north end of the station, not the south. 
The meeting dynamic changed completely. You wanted 
Steve on your side. 

People would call Steve when they needed both technical 
and political insights. When a tragic train accident on the 
Williamsburg Bridge killed a train operator in the mid- 
1990s, there was widespread speculation that it was the result 
of operator fatigue. Steve thought it was a problem with the 


braking system and 
the spacing of signals. 
And he turned out to 
be right. 

Steve was an edu¬ 
cator. Every few 
weeks, he would mail 
out clippings and 
articles about transit 
events and develop¬ 
ments around the 
world. The materials 
were great stuff. 

This was fitting 
for a tenure professor 
of electrical engineer¬ 
ing at Farleigh Dick¬ 
inson University. 

Steve was a com¬ 
municator, a fine 
writer and a humor¬ 
ous poet. His letters to the editor had punch and principle. 
For many years, he edited the “Notes from the Under¬ 
ground” newsletter, which proposed many farsighted ideas 
for new routes and better service. He could be good at 
clever pr gimmicks, like the time he symbolically nailed 
“95 Theses” for better transit to an MTA Chairman’s door. 

Steve was also a fine urban historian, too. The letter below 
captures his awesome and intimidating command of how sub¬ 
ways, buses and trolleys have shaped the history of our city. 

Steve will be missed, by both his colleagues in the tran¬ 
sit community - and by the millions who gained from his 
lifelong pursuit of more and better transit. 

Gene 
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A New Age Now Begins 


Ml LINO HEIIS1TED 
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T HE BLOOMBERG REGIME HAS STRUCK A 
good early tone on transportation. 
Mayor Mike has ridden the subway to 
work every day and is keeping the Car Pool 
Rule for Manhattan river crossings in place. 
Mike issued a very sensible, and extensive 
transportation platform as a candidate. He 
reappointed Iris Weinshall, a no-nonsense 
transportation commissioner who T.A.’s been 
able to work with. He’s put the kibosh on 
crazy Giuliani stadium subsidies (which take 
money from transit, schools, streets, libraries 
and parks) and he’s reduced City Hall’s car 
fleet. His management style seems open and 
creative and he’s stocked his administration 
with smart, competent people. 

We’d like to help Mayor Mike keep up 
the momentum; in that spirit, we’re offering 
an extensive menu in this magazine of prac¬ 
tical and inexpensive things he should do for 
cyclists and pedestrians. Mike faces some 
tough budgetary times. The City has a $4 
billion deficit (out of a $40 billion budget) 
and has maxed out its credit. Fortunately, 


' T.A.’s John Kaehny ’ 
is Honored 

We are proud to announce that the 
NYU Graduate School of Public Policy 
honored T.A. Executive Director John 
Kaehny with its Civic Leadership Award 
at the Annual Leadership in Transporta¬ 
tion Awards. Also honored at the Janu¬ 
ary 31 event were NYC DOT Commis¬ 
sioner Iris Weinshall, who received the 
Public Agency Award, and Francis Lom¬ 
bardi, Chief Engineer of the Port 
Authority, who was recognized with the 
Public Servant Award. The event was 
organized by the Rudin Center for 
Transportation Policy and Management 
and the Council on Transportation. 


the changes T.A. seeks are enormously cost 
effective - indeed some make money. We 
urge the Mayor not to retreat from budget 
shock, but to seize the chance to make pow¬ 
erful symbolic and real changes to everyday 
life in the city. In addition to the cycling and 
pedestrian improvements we suggest inside, 
we urge the Mayor to do the following: 

• Issue a declaration that Safety Comes 
First Push the police to put an end to dan¬ 
gerous driving and require DOT to build 
streets for people - not just motor vehicles. 

• Get rid of the pedestrian barricades in 
Midtown. They send the message that cars 
come before pedestrians. 

• Create a real Bus Rapid Transit System on 
avenues and bridges. 

• Keep the Car Pool Rule and appoint a blue 
ribbon panel to investigate tolling East 
River Bridges. 

• Extend car-free hours in Central Park to 

include early morning and afternoon recre¬ 
ational times (10am - 4pm and 7pm - 
8am). 

• Make May, June, July and August car- 

free in Prospect Park. 

• Create a new on-street parking system 

using congestion pricing for all parking on 
arterial streets and commercial zones. 


• Eliminate 50,000 of the 250,000 City park¬ 
ing permits. (This is the real problem, and 
the City car-fleet is small potatoes by com¬ 
parison.) 

• Encourage a car-free Grand Concourse on 

Summer Sundays. 

The reconstruction of Lower Manhattan 
has rightfully drawn enormous attention. 
Tens of civic and business groups and hun¬ 
dreds of architects, planners and engineers 
are busy putting forth their visions. T.A. is 
doing our part as a member of the Empire 
State Transportation Alliance. The rebuild¬ 
ing of the 1 train and the PATH train and 
surrounding streets and utilities will cost 
billions and is the center of high stakes 
jockeying for political influence and money. 
In contrast, what T.A. seeks is straightfor¬ 
ward and inexpensive. Our plan would pass 
any businessman’s cost/benefit analysis. 
Ideas, we’ve got them. Ideals, we’ve got 
them too. Mike, we’re here to help. Let us. 
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CYCLING NEWS 


A Little TLC for Cyclists 


A ccording to 

the Depart¬ 
ment of City 
Planning’s 

(DCP) 1999 bicycle 
survey, “dooring” is 
the most frequent 
cause of cycling 
crashes in New York 
City. Based on DCP 
statistics, T.A. esti¬ 
mates that at least 
1000 cyclists are 
“doored” each year 
in NYC, resulting 
in hundreds of bro¬ 
ken bones and three 
to four deaths. 

As part of its 
campaign to reme¬ 
dy this situation, 

T.A. successfully 
lobbied the Taxi and Limousine 
Commission to take action to reduce 
doorings by cab passengers. The T.A. 
- TLC campaign, championed by 
Deputy Commissioner Allan J. 
Fromberg of the TLC, will remind 
both passengers and drivers to look 
for cyclists before opening their 
doors. T.A. designed a sticker for cab 
passengers that has been favorably 
received by the TLC and has a good 
chance of being adopted. The TLC 


is also considering a talking 
taxi message (similar to the 
“buckle up” and “don’t forget 
your stuff” recordings now air¬ 
ing in yellow cabs). 

There are almost a half million 
taxicab trips on an average weekday 
in New York City. That is a lot of 
doors opening and a lot of potential 
accidents that will soon get a little 




check for CYC LI STS I 

T.A. designed anti- 
dooring ticker pro¬ 
posed to the TLC. 



We Are Traffic: 

15% of East Village 
Traffic is Bicycles 


D uring the first week of 
December 2001, Transportation 
Alternatives volunteers took to 
the streets of the East Village to measure 
the area’s intense bike activity. The 
neighborhood has been a long-time cen¬ 
ter of bicycle culture because of both 
demographics and poor transit access. 
T.A. conducted a six hour count from 7 - 
10 a.m. and from 4-7 p.m. During 
these peak commuter hours, bicycles 
accounted for over 15% of the total traf¬ 
fic in the East Village. On side streets, 
bicycles accounted for almost a quarter of 
all traffic. The narrow streets keep motor¬ 
ized traffic to speeds under 30 mph. 

For more information or to volun¬ 
teer please e-mail bikecounts@transalt. org 
or call 212-629-8080. 


New York City Traffic 
Rules Section 4-1 I, 
paragraph (c): 


Pickup and discharge of passen¬ 
gers by taxis and for-hire vehicles. 


(1) Within a pedestrian crosswalk. 

(2) Within an intersection, except on 
the side of a roadway opposite a street 
which intersects but does not cross 
such roadway. 

(6) Within a bicycle lane. 


Taxis and for-hire vehicles, while 
engaged in picking up or discharging 
passengers must be within 12 inches of 
the curb and parallel thereto, but may 
stop or stand to pick up or discharge 
passengers alongside a vehicle parked at 
the curb only if there is no unoccupied 
curb space available within 100 feet of 
the pickup or discharge location; 

However, picking up or discharging 
passengers shall not be made: 


New York City Traffic 
Rules Section 4-12, 
paragraph (c): 

Getting out of a vehicle. 

No person shall get out of any vehi¬ 
cle from the side facing on the traveled 
part of the street in such manner as to 
interfere with the right of the operator 
of an approaching vehicle or a bicycle. 


NJ Cycling 
Champ Dies 

Anthony "Ducky" Shiavo 

1944-2001 

ON NOVEMBER 28TH, NEW JERSEY LOST 
a beloved cycling advocate. Tony 
Schiavo, owner of The Peddler bicycle 
shops in Long Branch and Red Bank, 
New Jersey, was killed in a car acci¬ 
dent. Tony was a well-known and 
respected cycling ambassador for 
Monmouth County and the New Jer¬ 
sey Shore. The former racer encour¬ 
aged young cyclists who went on to 
win state, national, and world cham¬ 
pionships. Thousands of friends 
turned out for his funeral to pay 
respect to a man who gave so much to 
the local cycling community. 
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CYCLING NEWS 




Bike Parking Coming 
to Union Square 


I N DECEMBER, T.A. TEAMED 
with the Parks Depart¬ 
ment and the DOT Bicycle 
Program to examine bike 
parking possibilities in Union 
Square. Union Square, with its 
eight transit lines, is a prime 
destination for cyclists. The 
team sited six areas around the 
park for bike racks. Hundreds 
of bike-transit commuters, 
many of whom are coming 
from bike-rich neighborhoods 
like the East Village, will take 
advantage of bike racks. T.A. 
urges the Parks Department 
to raise the city standard for 
bike parking at transit by 
installing roofed shelters over 
the proposed bike racks. Cov¬ 
ered bike racks would be a New York City first, and would 
protect bicycles from the elements. 

This is not the first time T.A. has pushed for sheltered 
bike parking at transit. In 1999, T.A. drew up plans for 
indoor bike parking at Bedford Ave in Brooklyn. And, 


above: European cities pro¬ 
vide ample bike parking at 
transit stations, left: Cur¬ 
rent bike parking at Union 
Square North. 


though Parks installed more CityRacks on the street 
around the station, T.A. was disappointed that Parks did 
not install covered racks. New Yorkers are still waiting for 
sheltered racks at transit. T.A. and the DOT made the call. 
Can Parks deliver? 


Write to: 

NYC Parks Commissioner 
The Arsenal, Central Park 
830 5th Avenue 
NYC 10021 

starquest@parks.nyc.gov 


T 


HE RESULTS ARE IN! DURING BIKE 
Week 2001, Cooper Union and 
Trees New York 
sponsored a student Trees and bicy- 
competition to design cles make NYC 
a street tree guard that better. But, 

doubles as a bike rack, bikes locked to 

From among over trees can kill 

eighty entries, Trees them. Problem 

New York chose two solved. Thanks 

winning designs by bike rack - 

Manuel Saez and tree guard! 

James Smith to pro¬ 
duce and distribute. The racks will cost 
about $500 each. On December 12th, 
NYC Parks Commissioner, Henry Stern, 
unveiled one of the designs to much fan¬ 
fare at the northwest corner of 8th St. and 
3rd Ave. Take it for a test park. For more 
information, contact Trees New York at 
212-227-1887 or treesny @treesny. com. 

T.A. encourages the DOT’s City- 
Racks program to use these new 


designs. With multiple bike rack 
designs at its disposal, CityRacks 
could increase the number of sites that 
it installs bike racks. 


Write to: 

Iris Weinshall 

NYC DOT Commissioner 

40 Worth Street 

NYC 10013 

nyc.gov/html/dot 



Bike Rack - Tree Guard 
Unveiled 


Secret Indoor Bike 
Parking at Transit 
Revealed 

T.A. STUMBLED UPON 
a bike rack in the 
Jay Street/Borough 
Hall A, C and F sta¬ 
tion in Brooklyn. It 
is located at the base 
of the escalator at 
the entrance on the 
west side of Jay 
Street. The rack is in 
a prime location, 
indoors, well lit and under video surveil¬ 
lance. At press time, the MTA was not 
available for comment. T.A. is trying to 
find out how the bike rack was installed 
and would like to work with the Transit 
Authority to replicate it in other stations 
around the city. T.A. encourages the 
MTA to place signage outside of the sta¬ 
tion directing cyclists to the bike parking 
and to upgrade the bike rack to a 
CityRack-style upside-down U rack. 



Bike parking at 
Jay St./Borough 
Hall, Brooklyn. 
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NYC DOT 


CYCLING NEWS 


DOT Constructs Long Awaited 
Sunset Park Connector 


A t the END OF 2001, THE nyc- 
DOT Bike Program constructed 
four new bicycle lanes, including 
the Sunset Park Connector in Brook¬ 
lyn. The DOT originally proposed the 
Sunset Park Connector in 1997, but it 
met opposition from the community. 
Thanks to DOT Commissioner Wein- 
shall and Bicycle Program Director 


Andrew Vesselinovitch for overseeing 
the completion of these bike lanes con¬ 
necting Prospect Park and the Shore 
Parkway Greenway. 

Write to: 

Iris Weinshall 
NYC DOT Commissioner 
40 Worth Street 
NYC 10013 
nyc.gov/html/dot 


Hudson River Greenway is Back 


DOT Speaks: 

Making Connections 

,, ® As the DOT com- 

pletes and connects 
segments of the New 
York City Bicycle Master Plan, more 
people are using these bicycle routes, 
lanes and paths to transport them¬ 
selves around the City everyday. For 
example, based on Department of 
City Planning bicycle counts, there 
was a 60% increase between 2001 
and 2000 in the number of cyclists 
on the Hudson River Greenway at 
I Ith Street.The increase is probably 
due to improvements made miles 
away, such as the completion of the 
path between 59th and 72nd Streets. 

Editor’s note: This space is reserved 
for the NYC DOTs Bicycle Program. 

T.A. hopes the DOT will make full use 
of it to communicate directly with the 
cycling public. City cyclists are interest¬ 
ed in what the DOT has slated for the 
year ahead and what ideas and issues 
its Bicycle Program is considering. 



A fter September hth, the 
New York City Office of 
Emergency Management 
(OEM) closed the Hudson River 
Greenway path between 44th and 
57 th Streets because of security con¬ 
cerns. Earlier this year, the OEM 
restored full access to the path after 
800 people e-mailed its Director, 
Richard J. Sheirer, following a T.A. 
e-Bulletin call to action. 

The Greenway is no longer 
blocked off between 44th and 57 th 
Streets, but there is considerable 
debris throughout the thirteen 
block section, making passage a bit 
tight in places. T.A. has asked the 
OEM to restore the Greenway to the 
passable state that is was in before 
September 11th by removing the 
dirt piles, lighting generators and 
concrete barriers still on the path. 

T.A. is also urging the OEM, 
NYPD, City and State DOTs and the 
Parks Department to adopt a policy that 
clearly states that the greenways and b icy- 
cle and pedestrian bridge paths around 


Obstacles remain on New York City 
the Hudson River must remain open 

Greenway between and passable dur- 

44th and 57th Streets. ing emergencies. 

Contrary to the 
belief of some officials, greenways are not 
unused real estate waiting to be appropri¬ 
ated according to their whim. They are 
priority paths for cyclists and pedestrians. 



Unfortunately, the stop signs that the 
Hudson River Park Trust placed along the 
path south of 44th Street remain. Instead 
of creating a safe cycling and walking 
environment, these stop signs make the 
Greenway dangerous. They confuse path 
users and motorists alike and should be 
removed immediately; path users ignore 
them and turning motor vehicles assume 
the right of way when crossing the path 
— a dangerous situation. 

The authoritative “Guide for the 
Development of Bicycle Facilities,” pub¬ 
lished by the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Offi¬ 
cials states that “assigning incorrect prior¬ 
ity or being overly restrictive in an 
attempt to protect the path user can lead 
to confusion ... increasing the potential 
for a collision” (50; 1999). 

Write to: 

Doug Currey 
Director 

NYS DOT Region 11 
47-40 21 st Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
dcurry@gov.dot.state.ny.us 
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CYCLING NEWS 


Ten Things Mayor Bloomberg Should Do in 
2002 to Improve Cycling in NYC 

Realistic Goals for the New Year 


1. Reduce bicycle fatalities from sev¬ 
enteen to twelve. 

2 . Reconstitute the Mayor’s 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 

3 . Fix the Brooklyn side of the Man¬ 
hattan Bridge. 

4 . Secure Bike Parking at Penn Station. 

5 . Push for the creation of a Taxi & 
Limousine Commission bicycle 
awareness recording and sticker. 

6 . Promote covered bike parking at 
Union Square, near subway 
entrances. 

7 . Make Herald and Greeley Square 
safer. Install bollards on the Herald 
Square portion of the 6th Avenue 
bike lane. Redesign the 6th 
Avenue bike and right turn lanes 
at Greeley Square to mirror the 
Broadway lanes on the East side of 
Greeley Square. 

8. Improve signage on the Hudson 


River Greenway. Install “Shared 
Path” signs on the Riverside Park 
section. Remove stop signs and 
traffic lights below 59th St. 

9 . Create a network of signed connec¬ 
tions between bridges, greenways 
and the on-street bicycle network. 

li Ramp all of the Harlem River 
Bridges, bringing them up to ADA 
standards on both sides where 
possible. 

Other: 

• Diversify CityRacks stock with 
threetypes of bike racks. 

• Place bike racks inside of 
ADA-accessible MTA stations 
with elevators. 

• Install bike racks at the Bronx Zoo 
and Brooklyn Museum. 


Thanks to the DOT Bureau of Bridges, 
cyclists will no longer have to carry 
their bikes down the eighty-three 
steps on the Williamsburg Bridge 

Wheel Ramps 
for Williams¬ 
burg Bridge 


Manhattan Bridge: 

Danger is Around the Corner 



OR A WEEK IN EARLY 

December 2001, 
cyclists and pedestrians 
were able to pass through 
the once-beautiful plaza that 
the DOT is restoring as part 
of its Manhattan Bridge 
Rehabilitation Program. 

The plaza opening, though 
welcome, also reveals the 
danger that bridge-users 
face crossing Jay Street as 
they exit the bridge and 
emerge into traffic. It is 
clear that the DOT must 
slow or stop motorists at 
the bridge entrance/exit, or 
a bridge user will be killed. 

Transportation Alternatives has 
warned the DOT about the danger¬ 
ous crossing since 1992. And, in 
1996, the DOT made plans to install 
pedestrian and stop signs and a cross¬ 
walk at the foot of the off-ramp, but 
it has not followed through. The 
DOT’s lack of action suggests that the 


agency values the 
movement of motor 
vehicles more than 
pedestrian and cyclist 
safety. T.A. urges the 
DOT to take action now. 

Call the Mayors Quality of Life 
Action Line at 888-677-5433. 

Write to: 

Iris Weinshall 
NYC DOT Commissioner 
40 Worth StreetNYC 10013 
nyc.gov/html/dot 



Cyclists and pedestri¬ 
ans are sitting ducks 
on Brooklyn side of 
Manhattan Bridge. 



T his past fall, T.A. successfully 
lobbied the DOT to install 
wheel ramps — small gutters 
that allow cyclists to roll their bikes 
up and down stairs — on the Manhat¬ 
tan Bridge. Next, we turned to the 
eighty-three stairs on the Manhattan 
side of the Williamsburg Bridge. This 
is a big barrier for those unable to 
heft their bicycles up the stairs. For¬ 
tunately, T.A. found a friend in the 
DOT Bureau of Bridges Chief, Henry 
Perahia. He asked Yonkers Contract¬ 
ing Company, the firm rebuilding the 
Williamsburg Bridge, to install the 
very inexpensive, but valuable, wheel 
ramps on the bridge. The DOT 
should follow Perahia’s example and 
seek opportunities for bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements at all of its 
road and bridge repair projects. 
Cyclists should look forward to 
rolling their bikes by March 2002. 
(Note: The fully ramped path on the 
North side of the bridge opens in October 
2002 .) 
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CYCLING YEAR IN REVIEW 




T.A.’s Fifth Annual Report On Bicycling in NYC 


This report card is intended to inspire the government 
to improve its promotion of cycling and to provide a 
historic record. (T.A. only gives credit for bike projects 
completed in the year of grading.) Despite September’s 
tragedy, 2001 saw momentous bicycling improvements. 
The opening of the Manhattan Bridge bicycle and 
pedestrian path and the completion of the Hudson 


River Greenway are enormous gains, and reflect years 
of hard work by the City and State. However, though 
the government focused on physical improvements, it 
did little to encourage or promote cycling. 

T.A. assigns two grades. The first grade is for the 
combined efforts of the various public agencies The 
second is for the overall state of that “Bicycling Basic.” 



PROGRESS: 

MOMENTUM & ATTITUDE 

200 1 2000 

Government Efforts: A- B- 

Cycling Environment: A B 


This subjective category is a rough barometer of cycling in 
NYC. It combines public and governmental attitudes and 
on-the-ground cycling improvements. It is not every year 
that the City completes not just one, but two momentous 
projects. The opening of the Manhattan Bridge bicycle and 
pedestrian path (with Commissioner Iris Weinshall’s inau¬ 
gural ride across it) and the completion of the Hudson 
River Greenway is the equivalent of a rare cosmic align¬ 
ment. In addition to these new bicycle projects, the much- 
improved grade is because of DOT Commissioner Wein¬ 
shall’s interest in cycling and the newly energized DOT 
Bike Program. Overall, the agency showed much more 
cycling enthusiasm than it has in recent memory, but the 
NYC DOT cannot do it alone. A broader range of govern¬ 
ment agencies need to meet (and surpass) the DOT’s level 
of support in order to make meaningful improvements to 
NYC’s cycling environment. 


THE OVERALL CYCLING 
ENVIRONMENT 

200 1 2000 
Government Efforts: B- C+ 

Cycling Environment: C+ C- 

This category evaluates the physical cycling environment in the 
City, its rideability and its ability to win bike commuter converts. 
This year, the Government grade soars because of the NYC 
DOT’s opening of the Manhattan Bridge, and the State 
DOT, Riverside South Development Corp., and NYC Parks’ 
completion of a continuous Hudson River Greenway on 
Manhattan’s West Side. This past year was the first time in 
over forty years that all of the East River Bridges were open 
to bicycles and pedestrians. The local office of the State DOT 
also continued to do solid work in 2001 and established a 
Non-Motorized Program led by Roger Weld. 



Under the direction of the new Commissioner, Iris 
Weinshall, the City DOT lifted its veil of secrecy to cyclists 
and the wider public. In addition to opening the Man¬ 
hattan Bridge, the DOT installed a strong slate of new 
bike lanes. Elsewhere in the City, the Parks Department 
plugged away at its ambitious slate of new greenways, 
but was slowed by the lack of high-level political sup¬ 
port. City Planning continued its talented work; howev¬ 
er, the Agency’s bicycle and pedestrian group would ben¬ 
efit from moving its office to unite with its counterparts 
at the DOT. 

The cycling environment gets a “C + “ because it is still 
only tolerable enough to keep everyday cyclists riding; it 
does not encourage non-cyclists to take to two wheels. 
Government has not yet fixed widespread problems that 
discourage bicycling, like dangerous motorist behavior, 
double parking, scarce secure bike parking, atrocious street 
conditions and sub-standard bike lanes. Despite these prob¬ 
lems, though, cycling fatalities declined from eighteen in 
2000 to seventeen in 2001 (an average of one cyclist killed 
every three weeks). 



SAFE STREETS 

2001 

2000 

Government Efforts: 

C- 

C- 

Cycling Environment: 

C- 

D+ 


The chaotic street environment did not change much. 
Though T.A. maintains a positive relationship with the 
NYPD, there was little progress on cyclist safety. The 
police have not instituted a safety education program for 
motorists — advertising, signs or training; and, not sur¬ 
prisingly, many motorists continue to ignore the cyclist’s 
right to the road. Large, extremely dangerous streets like 
Queens Boulevard, Flatbush Avenue, Canal Street and 
Northern Boulevard are still essentially uncycleable. Unfor¬ 
tunately, these are the most direct routes, and avoiding 
them creates another barrier to everyday cycling. Though 
the DOT and NYPD did take action to make Queens 
Boulevard safer, the volume of press coverage that was 
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CYCLING YEAR IN REVIEW 


necessary to force them to do so is appalling. The 
unchanged grade also reflects the small decline in cycling 
fatalities from eighteen in 2000 to seventeen in 2001. 
Crazed cab drivers remain an incorrigable problem in heav¬ 
ily cycled Manhattan. They stop far from the curb - often 
in bike lanes - and speed with abandon. At the end of 
2001, T.A. teamed with the TLC to begin a cycling aware¬ 
ness campaign. 


BICYCLE LANES 

200 1 2000 

Government Efforts: B B+ 

Cycling Environment: C C 

The DOT installed five very good bike lanes: Central Park 
West/Frederick Douglas Ave., Fort Washington Ave., 
Haven Ave., and the long-awaited Sunset Park Connec¬ 
tor. The DOT made a good effort to stripe Staten Island’s 
Richmond Terrace bike lane. However, the City has not 
installed separated lanes since 1999, when it put in a lane 
on Broadway at Herald Square. Kudos to the NYPD for 
making a noticeable difference in 2001 keeping midtown 
lanes clear during rush hour. 

City agencies could do a much better job of publiciz¬ 
ing new bike lanes and routes, and creating connections 
within the City’s bike network. The DOT has yet to test 
any innovative designs, such as cyclist waiting areas ahead 
of traffic at intersections or contra-flow, two-way, medi¬ 
an, curbside, raised or quickcurb delineated bike lanes. 
Currently, bike lanes are still marked with diamond sym¬ 
bols instead of bicycle logos, and many lanes remain sub¬ 
standard in width, providing little protection for cyclists. 

BRIDGES 

200 1 2000 

Government Efforts: B+ B 

Cycling Environment: B B 


The opening of the Manhattan Bridge bicycle/pedestrian 
path marks the first time in over forty years that all of 
the East River bridges have been open to cyclists and 
pedestrians. This is a tremendous accomplishment for the 
DOT’s Bureau of Bridges. However, access to the Man¬ 
hattan Bridge on the Brooklyn side is still perilous. This, 
and similar conditions around the other East River Bridges 
reflect the City’s failure to connect these heavily-traveled 
routes with the on-street bicycle network. 

The Bureau of Bridges continued to keep the City’s 
Bike Programs out of the loop in 2001. As a result, the 
Bureau made many safety flaws during the construction. 
Since then, the Bureau has improved its community out¬ 
reach and should continue to open up to key user groups 
like T.A., as well as adequately inform other City agen¬ 
cies of its plans. The stairs on the Williamsburg and Man¬ 
hattan Bridges are still hindrances to cyclists. While chan¬ 
nels, like those on the Manhattan Bridge, are an effective 
temporary measure, every bridge should be fully ramped. 

Lost in 2001: the MTA Bridges and Tunnels’ bicycle 
improvement study. 




GREENWAYS 

200 1 2000 

Government Efforts: B B+ 

Cycling Environment: B- C- 


The NYC Parks Department, Riverside South Develop¬ 
ment Corp. and the NYC office of the State DOT and its 
Director Doug Curry, get a “B + ” for their greenway work. 
The State DOT completed the fabulous Hudson River 
Greenway in Fall 2001. The Greenway stretches from the 
southern tip of Manhattan to 59th Street. To the north, 
Curry cleared a bureaucratic impasse by ordering the 
SDOT’s Route 9A contractor to build the Hudson River 
Connector path between 59th and 72nd Streets. This crit¬ 
ical link opened in March 2001 and extends the State’s 
Greenway to the south (City greenways stretch to 181th 
Street). NYC Parks completed the Flushing Bay Prome¬ 
nade in Queens and the Van Cortland Park in the Bronx. 

The big problem for the citywide greenway system is 
the absence of a patron at City Hall. The Parks Depart¬ 
ment, the city agency which builds greenways, must slog 
through resistance from other city agencies and knee jerk 
local opposition. 

PARKING 

200 1 2000 

Government Efforts: C C+ 

Cycling Environment: D D 


Sparse secure bicycle parking remains the biggest obsta¬ 
cle to would-be commuters and utilitarian cyclists because 
of New York’s intense problem with bicycle thieves and 
vandals. The DOT needs a full-time bicycle parking 
encouragement officer to work with transit station man¬ 
agers, building owners and managers, parking garages and 
businesses to create bike parking. In 2001, government 
plans to improve parking at transit at Bedford Ave in 
Brooklyn transit fizzled, and CityRacks did not take full 
advantage of placing bike racks in the “shadow” areas 
behind subway entrances. The DOT must be reminded 
that it controls the sidewalks; it should reevaluate its strin¬ 
gent guidelines for sidewalk bike rack placement. This 
public space is for the benefit of New Yorkers, not just 
the real estate ambitions of businesses. 

TRANSIT 

200 1 2000 

Government Efforts: A B 

Cycling Environment: A- A- 


Larry Reuter, head of MTA NYC Transit, deserves extra 
credit for maintaining NYCT’s “common sense” bicycle pol¬ 
icy as train ridership soared after September 11th. NYC 
Transit still leads the nation in bike access; it allows cyclists 
24-hour use of the subway, though transit workers and 
police may keep bikes off crowded trains. Neither rain, nor 
mechanical failure can stop a cyclist equipped with a $1.50 
MetroCard. 
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PRESSURE POINTS 


Metrocard Mayor 



T .A. has joined the straphangers 

Campaign and the Tri-State Trans¬ 
portation Campaign, in addition to 
other sensible transportation 
groups, in thanking the Mayor for stay¬ 
ing true to his campaign promise to take 
public transportation at least once a day. 
Please take a moment to express your 
thanks to the Mayor. 


Write to: 

Mayor Bloomberg 
pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov 


Of 
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Port Authority Considering More Bus-Priority 
Capacity in Lincoln Tunnel 


Rising levels of bus traffic under the Hudson are leading 
Port Authority planners to consider using another lane in 
the Lincoln Tunnel for buses only, or for a mix of buses and 
carpools. The PA staff will soon present a plan to its board 
for opening twenty-six new gates in the unfinished fourth 
level of the bus terminal’s North Wing. 


LONG ISLAND 


"Rethink UTP 2000" Challenges Big Long Island 
Road Plan 

As the NY State DOT claims high levels of public support 
for its Long Island Transportation Plan 2000, critics have 
organized “Rethink LITP 2000,” a diverse coalition of over 
fifty civic, religious and environmental groups calling for 


the plan to be reworked. LITP 2000 is the largest road 
building program in New York since the time of Robert 
Moses and will significantly worsen sprawl and gridlock on 
Long Island if it is carried through. 


O N A L 


Zero-Emission Quota on Cars Is Postponed for 
Two Years 


On January 4, the Pataki administration postponed for two 
years, until 2004, a requirement that automakers devote a 
small percentage of New York sales to electric cars that do 
not produce air pollution. At the same time, the Adminis¬ 
tration adopted a plan to encourage car companies over the 
next few years to sell large numbers of low-smog vehicles. 


Our gratitude, as always, to Mobilizing the Region (tstc.org). 
Fresh transportation news for the thinking public. 


10 


TRANSALT.ORG 










BUILDING A BETTER CITY 


Astonishing! Smashed O Train 
to Re-Open in November! 


T he transit auth- 

ority has pledged 
to conduct the 
fastest subway rebuild¬ 
ing project in its histo¬ 
ry in order to rebuild 
the stations and section 
of the 1 Train 
destroyed on Septem¬ 
ber 11. The MTA/ 

NYC Transit will 
spend $450 million 
($1 million per day) 
and put contractors to 
work day and night to 
meet its ambitious schedule — to 
accomplish a four year project in under 
a year. In order to rebuild the stations 
below Chambers Street (excluding 
Cortland St. station), the Transit 
Authority will have to fix the roughly 


500 feet of tun¬ 
nel that has 
caved in and 
another 900 feet 
that needs 

rebuilding or 
major repairs. 
T.A. applauds 
the MTA and 
Transit Authori¬ 
ty for shifting 
into high gear. 
While the Tran¬ 
sit Authority is 
doing the right 
thing in getting the 1 back in service 
as soon as possible, it is unfortunate 
that the train could not have been 
rebuilt further to the west along Route 
9A / West Street, so as to better serve 
Battery Park City. 



Make Gowanus Bus Lane an NYC Model 



Since 9/11 a bus/emergency lane has 
been in place on the Gowanus/Brook- 
lyn Queens Expressway through the 
Battery Tunnel. Transit managers 
report the lane is working well — 
despite earlier complaints from the 
union representing SI bus drivers that 
the lane “didn’t seem to exist.” The 


Proof of a 
MTA intercity 
cruiser on 
Staten Island. 

State DOT should 
make this lane per¬ 
manent and politi¬ 
cally palatable to 
motorists by emu¬ 
lating an innovation from California 
and Washington D.C. There, bus/High 
Occupancy Vehicle lanes (HOV) main¬ 
tain free flowing bus traffic by rapidly 
changing the passenger requirements 
from two per car (HOV-2) to three per 
car (HOV-3) when bus speeds fall 
below a certain speed — say 45 mph. 


Planners, Architects, 
Urban Visionaries Jostle 


A vertable herd of urbanists is stampeding to offer sensible and non- 

sensical visions of Lower Manhattan. Many civic and business groups are 
forming coalitions to push their visions, including the extremely powerful 
Lower Manhattan Redevelopment Authority. The leading powers include the 
Downtown Alliance, Regional Plan Association, Community Board One and 
NYC Partnership, among others. 


Car Potato 
NYC Government 
Workers Clog 
Streets - Especially 
in Lower Manhattan 

M ayor bloomberg recently 
drew positive press notice for 
reducing City Hall’s car-fleet 
from seventy to fifty. But, when it 
comes to government car-culture this 
is like removing a grain of sand from 
a beach. New York City gives out at 
least 110,000 parking permits for 
city workers’ private cars. It is well 
known that the biggest inducement 
to driving in a crowded city is the 
availability of free parking. Essential¬ 
ly the City is subsidizing air pollu¬ 
tion, slower emergency response 
times, traffic congestion and 
increased delivery costs. 

Of these City permits, at least 
15,000 allow free parking and (fre¬ 
quently double parking) in commer¬ 
cial and other restricted zones. Parked 
end to end, these 15,000 cars would 
create a line forty-three miles long — 
enough to fill both sides of every 
avenue in Manhattan from 60th Street 
to 106th Street. Not only do permit¬ 
ted vehicles create double parking and 
traffic jams, they are delaying Lower 
Manhattan’s recovery. People closely 
involved with Lower Manhattan street 
and traffic issues say that permit 
parked vehicles are slowing street 
repairs — including reburying electric 
and phone lines — and complicating 
the cleaning and repair of downtown 
businesses. One influential player in 
Lower Manhattan told T.A. that “per¬ 
mitted parking by government work¬ 
ers private cars is the number one traf¬ 
fic problem in Lower Manhattan.” 
Mayor Bloomberg can chew on this 
while he rides the 6 train to work. 


T.A. will continue regular coverage of 
post 9/11 developments in Lower 
Manhattan. However, the intensity 
and quantity of activity there is truly 
overwhelming and could fill volumes. 
Our coverage will vary with events. 
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Block The Boxes — Army of "News" 
Boxes Advancing on Our Sidewalks 

In LATE NOVEMBER, T.A. JOINED WITH THE NYC 
DOT to support Proposed Int. No. 943-A, a city 
law giving the DOT the authority to regulate the 
plague of news racks and newspaper vending boxes 
on city sidewalks. Currently, the DOT has no abil¬ 
ity to keep boxes from crowding sidewalks and 
blocking ADA ramps. Unfortunately, the bill was 
defeated when the City Council crumbled under 
pressure from the newspaper industry; their lobby¬ 
ists claimed that the law would violate the indus¬ 
try’s right to free speech. T.A. will revisit the issue 
in 2002 with the new mayor and city council. 


Queens Boulevard Not Yet "Fixed" 


IN 2001, QUEENS BLVD. GRADUATED FROM “BOULEvard 
of Death” to “Thoroughfare of Mutilation.” Six 
pedestrians died crossing Queens Blvd. this past 
year, compared to an average of nine deaths a year 
from 1993 to 2000. Fewer deaths is certainly 
good news, but NYC has a long way to go before 
Queens Blvd. is “fixed.” The City now must build 
on the support for the changes it has already made 
and get serious about improving Queens’ most 
infamous thoroughfare. T.A. calls on the DOT to 
devise a multi-year plan for a full redesign of the 
boulevard that will return the street to its sur¬ 
rounding neighborhoods. 

8th St. Manhattan — Step¬ 
ping Out in Style 

After thirty-two years and count- 
less community meetings, there are 
now wider sidewalks on 8th St. 
between 6th Ave. and University 
Place. The redesigned streets include 
21/2- to 41/2-foot wider sidewalks on 
both sides of the street, new muni- 
meters, thirty-five street trees and 
twenty-four new lamp posts featuring 
pedestrian-friendlier metal-halide 
lights. The City will complete the 
scheduled changes in 2002. Pedestri¬ 
ans have Honi Klein, the dynamic 
head of the Village Alliance Business 
Improvement District to thank for the 
makeover. Transportation Alternatives 
championed the project in 1996 after 
a vocal minority sought to squash it, 
fearing that the wider sidewalks would 
attract “people from the Bronx” and 
other supposed ne’re-do-wells. 

The Village Alliance recently installed 
twenty-four reproductions of historic 
F-Pole streetlights. These vintage lights 
shine more light on the sidewalk than 
ordinary, ugly, cobra-head lights. 


The first amendment 
does not cover blocking 
the public right of way 
with brightly colored 
boxes the size of R2D2. 


Downtown Brooklyn Plan 
Released 




- 


IN DECEMBER, OVE ARUP, THE CITY’S CON- 
sultant on the Downtown Brooklyn Traf¬ 
fic Calming project, released its Draft 
Area-wide Plan. The expanded plan 
includes many smart concepts like bus bulbs to 
smooth traffic and speed bus loading and bike boxes 
to allow bikes to advance to the front of the queue 
at red lights. The plan also documents accepted calm¬ 
ing standards, such as raised intersections and cross¬ 
walks (though it does not hold the DOT accountable 
to those standards). Unfortunately, Ove ARUP dis¬ 
misses certain elements of traffic cell schemes as “not 
feasible,” though it does not provide any reasoning. 
And, of course, its plan still does not mention the 
goal of overall traffic reduction, the major concern of 
the vocal downtown community. 

SI Right on Red Vetoed 

ON NOVEMBER 21, GOVERNOR PATAKI VETOED THE 
Staten Island Right Turn on Red bill. In his veto he 
stated that “while reducing traffic congestions is an 
important public purpose, protecting the safety of 
pedestrians and bicyclists must be our paramount 
concern.” T.A. could not agree more. Unfortunately, 
the bill is likely to make an encore appearance next 
year. Write to Governor Pataki and thank him for 
supporting T.A. and the City in defeating this dan¬ 
gerous bill. 


Write to: 

Governor Pataki 

State CapitolAlbany, NY 12224 
gov.pataki@chamber.state.ny.us 




T.A 


bulletin 
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Ten Things Mayor Bloomberg Should 
Do in 2002 to Help Pedestrians 



above: Jersey barriers make walking downtown 
frustrating and inconvenient. They're ugly, 
oppressive and should be replaced by bollards. 
right: Midtown pedestrians outnumber motor 
vehicles by more than fifteen to one. Still, 
pedestrians must contend with more crowding and 
delays because of these barricaded crosswalks. 


O Put Safety First 

Issue a clear declaration of policy to the 
Department of Transportation and 
related agencies (Department of Design 
and Construction and Economic Devel¬ 
opment Corporation) that, where 
pedestrians and traffic meet, pedestrian 
safety comes first. Do not put the speed 
of traffic before the safety of people. 

© Remove the 

Midtown Barricades 

Improve walking conditions in mid¬ 
town by removing the crosswalk barri¬ 
cades. The previous mayors solution to 
overflowing sidewalks in midtown was 
to pen pedestrians in with barricades 
and to shut down crosswalks. Instead, 
give pedestrians, who far outnumber 
cars in midtown, more room by widen¬ 
ing sidewalks at the corners. 

© Reclaim the Sidewalks 

Give the sidewalks back to pedestrians. 
Kick off a campaign that includes a 
package of legislation, policy and 
stricter enforcement. Target parked 
cars, newsboxes, out-of-control drivers 
and missing and broken sidewalks. 

© Win More Red 
Light Cameras 

Lobby Albany to grant an increase in 
red light cameras in New York City 
from fifty to one hundred. Install two 
hundred dummy red light cameras 

© Speed Cameras for 
New York City 

Lobby Albany for a pilot speed camera 
program. Speeding kills and creates 
environment of lawlessness and erodes 


quality of life. Photo radar uses the 
same technology as NYC’s successful 
red light camera program, but targets 
speeding rather than red light running. 

© Get the Message Out: 
Speed Kills - 
Kill Your Speed 

Use graphic PSAs and bold bus ads to 
drive home the message that speeding 
is responsible for one-third of all fatal 
crashes. 

DOT: install 2000 more speed 
limit signs city-wide that read “The 
speed limit is 30 miles per hour.” 

NYPD: Schedule high-profile zero- 
tolerance days for speeding throughout 
the year. 

© Install Bollards - 
Everywhere 

DOT: Bollards are posts 
used to delineate traffic 
and keep cars out of pedes¬ 
trian areas. They should be 

left: Bollards, like 
these on 5th Ave and 
Central Park South are 
an inexpensive way to 
give pedestrians more 
room and help guide 
cars to the safest path. 


used liberally 
for security, de¬ 
sign testing, 
traffic guidance 
and pedestrian 
safety. 

Sidewalk-blocking jersey barriers 
in Lower Manhattan should be 
replaced with anti-ram bollards. 

© Tackle Deadly 
Arterials 

DOT: Begin multi-year program to 
make one dangerous arterial in each 
borough safer. Work started on Queens 
Boulevard and the Grand Concourse. 
Add deadly Eastern Parkway in Brook¬ 
lyn and Hyland Boulevard in Staten 
Island. 

© Improve 

Sidewalk Lighting 

DOT: Sidewalk light makes a huge dif¬ 
ference in how a street feels. Broken 
1950s yellow cast cobra-head lights 
should be replaced with pedestrian- 
friendly lighting. 

© Kick Off Safe 
Schools Program 

DOT: Complete traffic calming pedes¬ 
trian safety improvements at ten 
schools by the end of this year. 
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Reclaiming the Sidewalks 



N EW YORK CITY PEDESTRIANS NEED SAFE, 
spacious sidewalks free of moving cars, 
parked cars, clots of newspaper boxes 
and garbage, seemingly permanent 
scaffolding, broken pavement and illegal and 
intrusive vendors. But, as we all know, New 
York’s sidewalks are impossibly crowded, 
obstructed and narrow. T.A. has made an enor¬ 
mous effort to make street crossings safer for 
pedestrians, but conditions on the sidewalks are 
growing intolerable. Because of this, we are 
launching a four-part advocacy campaign. 
Reclaiming the Sidewalks is rooted in the sim¬ 
ple premise that sidewalks are for walking, and 
that pedestrians deserve safe, congenial condi¬ 
tions that respect their dignity and humanity. 


Steel bollards 
at Foley 
Square in 
Manhattan 
protect pedes¬ 
trians on this 
busy sidewalk. 


0 Safe Sidewalks 


GOAL: Keep runaway vehicles off sidewalks, 
where they injure 500 pedestrians a year. 

TARGET: Locations with high numbers of 
pedestrians and histories of vehicles crashing on 
sidewalks. 


Parking on sidewalks 
is illegal, dangerous 
and obnoxious. 

[ 


SOLUTIONS: 

• Steel and concrete bollards installed along the curb at 
high risk locations by a DOT on-call contractor, and as 
a routine part of the rebuilding of all arterial streets. 

• Increased speeding and red light enforcement by police 
and automated cameras. 

• New legislation imposing automatic license revocation, 
$5000 fine and presumption of criminal intent for 
driving on sidewalks. 

Clear Sidewalks 

GOAL: Clear sidewalks of obstructions 

TARGETS: 

• Cars parked on sidewalks 

• Vending boxes narrowing passage 

• “Permanent” scaffolding 

• Illegal and obstructive vendors 

• Excessively protruding restaurant and store front 
porches 

SOLUTIONS: 

• A City law requiring that pedestrians be provided with 
a basic level of service, guaranteeing minimum side¬ 
walk widths for given volumes. A grade of “C” (using 
national standards) would be a good place to start. 

• A City law raising the fine for parking on sidewalks to 
$500 and automatic tow. 


• Enforcement of existing 
sidewalk parking laws by 
police. (Commissioner 
Kelly must make cops live 
up to their credo of Cour¬ 
tesy, Professionalism and 
Respect by getting their 
own cars off of the side¬ 
walk!) 

• A City law giving the 
DOT the authority to reg¬ 
ulate newspaper-vending 
boxes that block curb cuts 
and crowd corners. 

• A City law giving the 
DOT enforcement and 
regulatory authority over 
the duration of scaffolding. 

Require each scaffolding 
site to have two signs easi¬ 
ly visible to pedestrians 
which include the name, 
phone, email and address for the client, 
erector and City DOT enforcement as well 
as a description of the work and the start 
and finish date of the permit. 

• Install inexpensive, attractive, anti-park¬ 
ing bollards where sidewalk parking is a 
perennial problem. 

• Ban permits for restaurants and other 
commercial establishments which 
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Kids walking to the PS 
161 in the Bronx have to 
detour into the road to 
pass broken sidewalks 
and glass. T.A.'s Bronx 
Safe Routes to School 
Program documented 
many examples of this. 

encroach upon scarce sidewalk space - 
per legislation guaranteeing mini¬ 
mum sidewalk width. 

• Enforce vending permits and ban 
vendors from areas with inadequate 
sidewalk space - per legislation guar¬ 
anteeing minimum sidewalk width. 
Provide vending space by taking one 
parking spot on each block in dense 
areas, or by creating car-free streets. 
Millions of pedestrians should not 
suffer intolerable crowding for the 
benefit of a relatively tiny number of 
vendors. 



(D Wide Sidewalks 


© New Sidewalks 


GOAL: Widen the most crowded and highest volume 
sidewalks over the next decade. 


TARGET: Initially, sidewalks near transit and those car¬ 
rying the very highest volume of pedestrians. 


SOLUTIONS: 

• Create a DOT database of Pedestrian Conditions, includ¬ 
ing crowding conditions based on complaints, environ¬ 
mental studies, existing city studies and ad hoc surveys. 
Widen the west side of 8th Ave. north of Penn Station, 
from 34th to 40th streets where it is so crowded that 
large numbers of people walk in the busy avenue during 
peak periods. 

• Widen the east side of Lexington Ave. between 60th 
Streets and 50th Streets, where eight feet of sidewalk was 
shaved off. 

• Widen the west side of 6th Avenue between 23 rd and 
42nd streets by eliminating a full lane of traffic. 

• Use attractive, sturdy bollards as an inexpensive way to 
quickly widen sidewalks. 


Two Things 
You Can Do! 


• Call the Mayor’s Quality of Life Hotline at 888-677- 
LIFE/5433 and tell Mayor Bloomberg you are fed up 
with cars parking on sidewalks, news boxes, illegal 
vendors, crowded narrow sidewalks, broken pavement 
and missing curb cuts. 




v. 


E-mail the Mayor at pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov and tell 
him the same thing. 


J 


GOAL: Fix poor sidewalk conditions which force pedestri¬ 
ans to detour because of physical danger or extremely 
unpleasant environment. Get new sidewalks built at all new 
commercial and residential developments. 

TARGET: Sidewalks identified by elected officials, civic 
groups, community boards and government surveyors and at 
all new developments. 

SOLUTIONS: 

• Collect information from stakeholder groups above 
and place in the DOT Pedestrian Conditions database. 
Form a DOT Pedestrian Conditions Task Force within 
the DOT’s non-motorized division and pay for new 
staff and inspectors with Federal clean air and safety 
funds. 

• Aggressively target property owners who fail to repair 
broken sidewalks with higher fines as well as build 
and bill projects. (This alone will save the City tens 
of millions in “trip and fall” lawsuit settlements.) 

• Pass a City law mandating minimum four-foot side¬ 
walks on both sides of the street at all new commer¬ 
cial and residential developments. No exceptions 
grantable by city agencies. 

• Change zoning and permitting regulations to make 
installing curb cuts for commercial driveways much 
more difficult to obtain. Likewise, change zoning 
codes to essentially ban “drive-through” establish¬ 
ments like McDonald’s. 

• Change zoning and permitting to require commer¬ 
cial establishments to require parking be placed 
behind buildings, not in front of them. This drasti¬ 
cally improves safety and the overall pedestrian 
environment. 
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State Agencies Take Giant Step 
Forward in Understanding Traffic Crashes 



I F A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS, 
then A map must be worth millions. Since 
1997, T.A. has found that computer crash map 
ping is a powerful tool in our campaigns for pedes¬ 
trian safety. T.A. maps State DOT crash data onto 
computer maps of NYC to locate problem 
spots and uses these maps to illustrate prob¬ 
lems for our campaign targets. 

Unfortunately, the technology is far 
from perfect; the data is messy and full 
of errors. Finally, though, New York State 
is planning to overhaul the mapping program 
— a long-needed improvement. The revamped 
crash mapping system promises to bring a new 
level of accountability to traffic safety in New 
York State. 

This past August, the NYS Department 
of Motor Vehicles, NYS DOT and the New 
York State Office for Technology signed a 
$5.3 million contract to streamline the 
crash mapping process and increase pro¬ 
ductivity and accuracy. The lead consult¬ 
ant on the project will be ESRI, the maker 
of the popular Geographic Information 
Software (GIS), ArcView and Arclnfo. The 
fruits of this collaboration, the new crash 
database, will not be available until 2004. 

But it is worth the wait. It will be easier 
for agency departments, elected officials and 
non-governmental organizations to work with 
a more accurate database that uses the more acces¬ 
sible ESRI formats. 

The current crash data system is far from ideal; the 
State’s data does not work with NYC agencies’ maps, some 
types of crashes are unmappable and 
others just end up in the wrong 
place. After years of frustration with 
these problems, T.A. developed an 
innovative GIS system that quickly 
cleans up and maps the enormous 


Maps with graduated 
circles showing a range 
of crash rates quickly 
reveal traffic hot spots. 
The Bronx Safe Routes 
to School. 


/ / / database of crashes 

S A (more than a million lines of data). 

The program, the result of a collab¬ 
oration with the computer firm Sam- 
6, more than adequately serves T.A.’s needs and is poten¬ 
tially useful to any other agency that wants to use the 
SDOT database. However, it has long been clear to us 
that the crash-mapping system needs to be cleaned up at 
its source. Kudos to New York State for taking the lead 
in developing this valuable new technology. 

* neighborhood streets network 


Northern Boulevard Danger Zone 


W HERE PEDESTRIANS AND TRAFFIC CONVERGE, PEDES- 
trian safety should come first. In January, an elder¬ 
ly woman crossing 71st St. and Northern Blvd. 
became the year’s first casualty of NYC’s dangerous streets. 
In response, T.A. joined Assemblymember Lafayette, Com¬ 
munity Board 3, civic, school and senior groups in a call to 
take back Northern Blvd. from speeding traffic. Northern 
Blvd. is another example of the DOT’s choice to put traffic 
flow before traffic safety. Northern Blvd. is a lively thor¬ 
oughfare with shopping, residences, transit and schools. The 


DOT should do what it can to make it a more 
pedestrian- and neighborhood-friendly boulevard, 
not a highway. Some of its options include speed-cameras, 
more red light cameras, raised or widened medians and 
changes to the design of the street itself to give pedestrians 
more space and force cars to slow down. 

If you know a local group that is fighting for safer 
streets, let us know. Send a note with the contact person, 
address, and phone number of the group you have in mind 
to Neighborhood Streets Network, Attention Ellen 
Cavanagh, 115 West 30th St. Suite 1207, New York, NY 
10001, or e-mail ped@transalt.org. 
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RECLAIMING THE STREETS 


DOT Pedestrian Projects 
Group Speaks 


T HE NEW YORK CITY department of transportation 
Pedestrian Projects Group (PPG) plans federally fund¬ 
ed site-specific improvements to the walking environ¬ 
ment. These improvements reflect Commissioner Iris 
Weinshall’s commitment to safety and walking as an impor¬ 
tant travel mode. 

The group’s goal is to reallocate public street space to 
pedestrians that is not absolutely needed for motor vehicles. 
In order to reallocate space efficiently, PPG thoroughly inves¬ 
tigates traffic volumes and patterns using computer simula¬ 
tion. During this planning process, the local community, in 
the form of a Community Board, offers invaluable ideas and 
has the final say. Indeed, the all-volunteer community boards 
serves as the arbiter for neighborhood desires; its Transporta¬ 
tion Committee handles most of the negotiations. All com¬ 
munity board meetings are open to the public. 

In addition to the PPG, many areas of the DOT have their 
own pedestrian initiatives. The Safety Education group brings 
pedestrian information to the public, and Capital Planning 
incorporates pedestrian elements into every street reconstruc¬ 
tion. The Signals Unit installs WALK signals and stop controls 
where warranted. The former Traffic Calming group developed 
the speed hump program and a break-through Neckdown Pol¬ 
icy. Other important DOT pedestrian projects include the 
School Safety Division’s engineering work, the Downtown 
Brooklyn Traffic Calming Project and Queens Boulevard Safety 
Improvements. The PPG depends on these and many other 
areas of the Agency for expertise and implementation. 

Recently Completed Pedestrian 
Improvements: 

• Herald and Times Squares: Redesigned and widened side¬ 
walks at Herald Square and Times Square with test meas¬ 
ures. 

• Grand Concourse, the Bronx: Narrowed the Grand Con¬ 
course service roads for .7 miles. 

• Broadway Junction, East New York: Created plaza at the 
intersection of Broadway, Fulton Street and Jamaica 
Avenue. The Broadway Junction “plaza,” called Jewel 
Square, was just a parking lot on dirt surrouned by con¬ 
crete jersey barriers until NYC Transit used their contrac¬ 
tors to add walkways according to a DOT plan. The 
Green Streets program provided the landscaping and a 
DOT contract added benches. 

• Coenties Slip in Lower Manhattan: Created pedestrian 
plaza between Water and Pearl Streets. Originally a two- 
way road, the DCP/DOT Lower Manhattan Pedestrianiza- 
tion Plan identified the street’s potential to work one-way 
with sidewalk extensions. The Alliance for Downtown 
New York provided artistic street furniture. 

• Madison Square: The Signals Unit recently installed a 
signal for a new mid-block crosswalk north of E. 23th 
Street, across Broadway and Fifth Avenue. 


Pedestrian Projects Underway 

• Bay Ridge, Brooklyn: For Fifth Avenue’s reconstruction, 
designed neckdowns (sidewalk extensions at crosswalks), 
distinctive sidewalk paving and special streetscape ele¬ 
ments to be maintained by a local group. 

• Greenpoint, Brooklyn: The Manhattan Avenue road recon¬ 
struction will include a waterfront plaza. 

• 161st St., The Bronx: The 161st Street Bridge reconstruc¬ 
tion on the Grand Concourse presented an opportunity to 
redesign this intersection and bring the safety improve¬ 
ments several blocks to the north. 

• Tribeca, Manhattar At Varick, Canal and Laight Streets, 
PPG is currently designing sidewalks along the edges of 
this informal parking lot, due to become a garden. 



Future Pedestrian Projects: 

• Madison Square, the intersection of Broadway, Fifth 
Avenue and 23rd Street: Fordham and Kingsbridge Road 
in the Bronx. 

• Seventh Avenue: West Village, south of 11th St. 

• Fourth Avenue/Astor Place area 

• New Lower Manhattan pedestrian plazas 

DOT Commissioner Iris Weinshall envisions making NYC 
safer and better for pedestrians. The next few years will 
require belt tightening, but they offer hope as well. With 
pedestrian deaths at a record low and a Mayor who walks to 
the subway, NYC may yet fulfill its promise as the walking 
capitol of the world. 

T.A. thanks the DOT for providing this article. 
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BROOKLYN WATERFRONT GREENWAY 


The Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway: 
Growing out of the Shadow of the BQE 


T he long neglected working waterfront of red 

Hook is an ideal bicycle and pedestrian destination 
and route. The Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway Task 
Force, led by Brian McCormick, is spearheading the 
push for a 4.7-mile off-street path from Brooklyn Bridge 
Park to the Beard Street Piers. 

The Issue 

The main obstacle in its way is the Department of Trans¬ 
portation’s (DOT) plan to use the land in question for street 
widening to make room for an expanded truck route. 
Because the Greenway would require nearly all of the avail¬ 
able sidewalk space to the west of Columbia Street and all of 
the sidewalk to the west of Van Brunt Street, any widening 
of these streets will make a continuous waterfront greenway 
impossible. Though it does not have data to support its 
claim, the DOT believes that the new truck route is neces¬ 
sary to accommodate long trucks and to generally promote 
safety. The Greenway Task Force, with T.A.’s support, is 
determined to help revive Red Hook with greenery — not 
concrete. 

The Fight 

• 1950s: Robert Moses constructs the Gowanus and Brook¬ 
lyn Queens Expressway. These eyesores sever the Columbia 
Street Waterfront District, (just north of Red Hook) from 
the rest of Brooklyn and trigger a process of neighborhood 
decline. 

• 1993: the NYC Department of City Planning identifies 
the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway as a priority route. 

• 1998: City Planning releases a Preliminary Design and 
Summary Report for the Greenway. The plan instructs the 
DOT to integrate the Greenway into a delayed plan to 
reconstruct Columbia Street between Atlantic and Hamil¬ 
ton Avenues. Specifically, it calls for new water and sewer 
work along the Greenway route. 

• 1998: Enthusiastic community members, including T.A. 
members, form the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway Task 
Force to promote the Greenway. 

• 2000 : The DOT presents its reconstruction plans before 
Community Board 6. Though the plans include a bike 
path, they also call for four new lanes on Columbia Street 
for a truck diverter and a significant widening of Van 
Brunt Street. Outraged residents demand that a new task- 
force comprised of Community Board members, DOT and 
Greenway advocates revisit the plans. 

• 2001: The Greenway Task Force calls for the re-instate- 
ment of the old City Planning design that includes an off- 
street greenway. The DOT, unable to cite any real evi¬ 
dence, still insists that the truck diverter and other street 
widening are necessary for safety reasons. 

01: Members of the Task Force secure land from the 


To date, the DOT has ignored repeated requests by the 
Greenway Task Force and the Community Board to reopen 
the plans for the Van Brunt Street leg of the Greenway and 
has yet to provide copies of any finalized plans. T.A. joins 
the Task Force’s call for the creation of an off-street continu¬ 
ous multi-use greenway. 

Join the Fight 

The Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway Task Force urges newly 
elected Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, 
Councilmember Angel Rodriguez, newly elected Coun- 
cilmember Bill De Blasio, State Assemblywoman Joan Mill- 
man, State Senator Martin Connor and U.S. Representative 
Nydia Velazquez to support the Greenway. Please contact 
these officials to encourage their support. 

For updates, visit the Task Force on the web, tree- 
branch. com I bwgtf. 



The Task Force has also 
fought for the inclusion of 
the Greenway as an urban 
connection in the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Development 
Corporation's draft master 
plan for the proposed Brook¬ 
lyn Bridge Park. The Brook¬ 
lyn Waterfront Greenway will 
be a key conduit for drawing 
people from all neighbor¬ 
hoods south of Atlantic to 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park — 
without cars. Most notably, 
the Greenway will connect 
residents from Red Hook, 
which boasts the largest 
public housing project in the 
country, with the new park. 


Port Authority. This will 
allow the construction of 
part of the Greenway even if 
the DOT proceeds with 
street widening. 

• 2001: The DOT abandons 
plans for the truck diverter. 

• 2001 : The DOT appears 
before Community Board 6 
again. Its representatives 
refuse to acknowledge the Greenway. Instead, the DOT 
pushes for an on-street bike lane on the Van Brunt Street 
truck route. 
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COMMITTEE NEWS 


Brooklyn Chapter 

A few days after receiving awards at the T.A. Holiday Party, 
the committee sponsored an Operation Hazard I.D. in 
Brooklyn. A team of four Brooklyn Committee volunteers 
helped T.A.’s Project Director, Noah Budnick, to log dozens 
of bicycle safety hazards to send to the DOT. In addition, 
Brooklyn Committee members attended the Downtown 
Brooklyn Traffic Calming open houses on the Draft Area¬ 
wide plan. Finally, all members enjoyed a marathon show¬ 
ing of episodes of the cable-access program “The Bike 
Show” at our December committee meeting. 

At press time, the Brooklyn Committee reported that 
the signal timing at the Flatbush Avenue crossing of the 
Shore Parkway bike path has been adjusted. Cyclists and 
pedestrians now have less waiting time and more crossing 
time at this busy greenway and roadway intersection. 
Thanks DOT. 

Join our list serve: brooklyn-list-subscribe@topica.com , 
visit transalt.org/Brooklyn for more info on our campaigns or 
e-mail Clarence Eckerson at Brooklyn@transalt.org. 

Car-Free Central Park 

The Car-Free Central Park Campaign 
is gearing up for an active spring and 
summer. Its goal is to demonstrate to 
Mayor Bloomberg the City’s overwhelming 
support for a car-free park by presenting him with 
100,000 signatures on its petition. If you have not signed 
the petition yet, you can now do it online! Go to car-free- 
centralpark.org and click on “Sign the Petition.” Better yet, 
join the campaign’s e-mail list to hear periodic updates on 
campaign activities. Send a message to centralpark-sub- 
scribe@topica.com, or visit the campaign’s web site at car- 
freecentralpark.org and click on “Join the Campaign.” 

In addition, Gifford Miller’s recent election as City 
Council Speaker is great news for the Campaign. The Cam¬ 
paign also hopes to enlist the active support of another 
important petition signer - the City’s new Public Advocate, 
Betsy Gotbaum. 

Gowanus Project 

As we went to press, the Gowanus Expressway Community 
Coalition was preparing to announce its community techni¬ 
cal consultant. Thanks to a lawsuit settlement, the Coalition 
has won $300,000 in state funds to hire the advisor. T.A. 
urges members, especially those living in the Gowanus Cor¬ 
ridor, to get involved with this important project. Please 
contact Gowanus Advocacy Coordinator, Michael Cairl, 
GCSG Vice-Chair, at gowanus@transalt.org. 



T.A.’s active volunteer advocacy committees give our members the 
chance to do important work on issues affecting New York. Pick 
one and join! Tor more information, send an e-mail to the chap¬ 
ter chair or call the T.A. office at 212-629-8080. 


New Jersey Chapter 

T.A.’s efforts to connect the Palisades Interstate Park with 
the bicycle and pedestrian path on the George Washington 
Bridge are winning support from major players in the Gar¬ 
den State. The off-street link, which would eliminate two of 
the most hazardous bicycling intersections in the State, has 
been endorsed by three leading bicycling groups across the 
Hudson: The Bicycle Touring Club of North Jersey, the 
Central Jersey Bicycle Club and Bike New Jersey. Other 
coalition members are expected to join the ranks soon. 

In addition, Palisades Interstate Park Superintendent, 
James F. Hall, has pledged support. With the Park on 
board, only two other landowners are left: the New Jersey 
Department of Conservation and the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey. Neither has expressed opposition to 
the link. 

When built, the link would improve access to the only 
Hudson River bicycle crossing for thirty-five miles. Please 
contact Fred Kaimann, T.A.’s NJ Advocacy Coordinator, at 
newjersey@transalt.org to get involved. 


Bronx Chapter 


7th Tour de Bronx was 
a huge success. 
Here former Bronx 
Borough President 
Ferrer enjoys the ride. 


T.A. regrets to report that 
longtime Bronx Chapter T.A. 
member, Dart Westphal, was 

struck and had two legs broken by a car that illegaly 
failed to yield. Dart has been a leader in the fight to 
restore car-free Sundays on the Grand Concourse, 
helped make the Tour de Bronx a reality and was a 
major contributor to the pioneering 1993 Bronx Green¬ 
way Plan. T.A. sends Dart our best wishes for a quick 
and full recovery. 

On the bright side, the Tour de Bronx was a rousing 
success. More than 1500 riders toured the beautiful course 
on October 21st. Bronx Borough President Fernando Fer¬ 
rer rode the entire twenty-five miles. The Borough Pres¬ 
ident noted that the ride is “always a fun way to see how 
our projects are coming along.” The Bronx Chapter 
worked hard on the 7th annual free event, of course, and 
extends its thanks to the Parks Department, the Police 
Department and all of the volunteer marshals. 
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE 


Kahya Engler 





ones in Europe are orange) and the 
fact that cyclists hardly ever obey 
the lights (in London, you get a 
huge fine for running lights) [Edi¬ 
tor’s note: this is also true in NYC}. 
Some of the other big challenges of 
cycling in Manhattan are that traf¬ 
fic speeds are often very high and 
intersections very frequent, increas¬ 
ing the risk of cars overtaking you, 
only to turn in your path. But, with 
all the difficulties and obstacles of 
cycling, it’s still the best way to get 
around town, just like it is in Lon¬ 
don-come and visit! 

What was it like to work with T.A. 
volunteers? 

Being the volunteer coordinator for 
the two counts was a great experi¬ 
ence. I met with the volunteers in 
person at the counts and at a few 
social events, which was great 
because talking to everyone helped 
me understand both T.A. and 
cycling in New York better. I want 
to say thank you so much. You all 
have made my stay in New York and 
my work for T.A. so much fun, even 
though there is no kettle at the 
office to make a nice cup of tea. 
You’re fabulous. Keep going! 

What's next? 

I hope that my time at T.A. will 
help connect T.A. and L.C.C., since 
the cycling situation is quite sim¬ 
ilar in the two towns. I’m heading 
back to London. Meanwhile, Kerri 
Martin, the super-fabulous long¬ 
term T.A. volunteer, will be con¬ 
tinuing the counts here in New 
York. 


Bicycle Station 
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Name Kahya Engler 

Neighborhood: West Village. 
Originally from Brixton, London. 
Occupation: Sound Engineer 
T.A. member since: I am not a T.A. 
member, but I am a member of the 
London Cycling Campaign (London’s 
equivalent to T.A.) back home. 


Volunteer Activities: 

I coordinated two 
bicycle counts, which 
meant that I devel¬ 
oped the projects and 
arranged for other 
T.A. volunteers to 
help me. The first 
project was a bi¬ 
monthly count of the 
number of bikes and 
pedestrians crossing 
the four east river 
bridges [see page 4}. 
The second project 
was a count of the 
volume of traffic and 
bikes in the East Vil¬ 
lage on a single morn¬ 
ing and evening. 


How did you learn 
about T.A.? 

When I found out 
that I would be liv¬ 
ing in New York for 
a spell, I researched 
cycling groups and 
decided to contact T.A. to see how 
I could help. We decided to con¬ 
duct the counts because it is impor¬ 
tant for T.A. to have its own data¬ 
base of traffic, bike and pedestrian 
volume that it could use for its 
advocacy efforts. Plus, it was a good 
time to study the impact of the 
opening of the Manhattan Bridge. 


Compare London and New York. 

Learning to ride in New York was 
a real adjustment. I had to get used 
to riding on the right side of the 
road, the red signal indicators (the 
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"Bike Check" Before Congress 


Motor Bike Invasion of Vietnam 


Congress is considering a bill that will allow employers to 
give their employees up to $65 a month in tax benefits for 
commuting to work by bike. The landmark 
pro-bicycle legislation, the Bike 
Commuter Act (H.R. 

1265), was intro¬ 
duced in March 
2001 by Rep. 

Earl Blume- 
nauer (D- 
Ore.) and 
Mark Foley (R- 
Fla.). The legisla¬ 
tion is modeled after 

the transportation fringe benefit, known locally as Tran- 
sitChek, which allows employers to give employees a $65 a 
month tax benefit for commuting to work by mass transit 
or carpool. The new bill adds bicycling to the list of alter¬ 
native modes of transit eligible for the benefit. The 
League of American Bicyclists is urging supporters of the 
legislation to write or call their Member of Congress and 
encourage them to co-sponsor H.R. 1265. 

-Sustainable Transport 



Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi may soon have the worst traf¬ 
fic of any city in Southeast Asia, overtaking Bangkok and 
Manila. Vietnamese authorities are talking about adding 
more public transport to reduce scooter and 
^ motorcycle traffic. Hanoi has some 850,000 
motorbikes, while Ho Chi Minh City has 
about 2 million. Sgt-Major Than Anh Tuan 
of the Ho Chi Minh City Road Traffic Police 
has proposed a drastic solution: “It is time to 
stop importing motorbikes.” 


-CarFree Times 


Fuel Efficiency Plunges 


The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reports that the 
average fuel economy of car and truck models sold in the U.S. 
is 20.4 mpg, the lowest level in 21 years. The worst fuel econ¬ 
omy since 1980 can be attributed to the increase in light 
trucks on America’s roads, the EPA said. Model year 2001 
sport utility vehicles, for example, average just 17.2 mpg. The 
National Academy of Sciences reported in July that automak¬ 
ers could achieve an average fuel economy of 40 miles per gal¬ 
lon without compromising vehicle safety or sticker price. 

-Environment News Service 


Cheaper than the Couch 

A Berlin car recycling center has found a new way to gen¬ 
erate revenue: car smashing. “It’s a form of stress relief 
for people who might otherwise need a therapist,” said 
the center’s manager. For two Euros ($1.80), customers 
can sledge hammer junked cars for up to an hour. 
According to the manager, most leave with a smile after 
just ten minutes of destruction. 

-Reuters 

Automobile Pollution Linked to Birth Defects 

A new study shows that women exposed to air pollution 
during pregnancy are more likely to give birth to children 
with heart defects. The study, published in the American 
Journal of Epidemiology on January 1, is the first defini¬ 
tively to link air pollution with birth defects. The team, 
at the University of California Los Angeles School of Pub¬ 
lic Health and the California Birth Defects Monitoring 
Program, said the two pollutants they measured were car¬ 
bon monoxide and ozone — produced by the city’s well- 
known traffic jams. They looked at 9,000 babies born 
from 1987 to 1993. Pregnant women who were exposed to 
the highest levels of ozone and carbon monoxide because 
their homes were close to busy freeways were three times 
as likely to have a child with certain heart defects as 
women breathing the cleanest air. 

-Reuters 


CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 



All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

- Mountain Bike magazine, May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 
Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 
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HOLIDAY PARTY 


Holiday Party 2001 


T.A. Special 

Recognition Awards for 
Lee Sander and 
Thunderball Courier 

Amidst the merriment, there was also some 
serious business at the Holiday Party. T.A. 
gave Lee Sander the Civic Achievement 
Award for leading the Empire State Transporta¬ 
tion Alliance. Sander, former commissioner of 
the NYC DOT, has spent enormous amounts of 
time and energy bringing together business 
and public interest groups (including T.A.) to 
improve public transit in New York City. 

T.A. also awarded Thunderball Courier 
the Special Service Award for providing unlim¬ 
ited free bicycle messenger service to T.A. 
Congratulations to Lee and Thunderball. Keep 
up the good work! 




T .A. HELD OUR ANNUAL 
holiday party on 
november 29 at soho’s 
Puffin Room. It was 
a wild affair — a heated 
raffle for a much-coveted 
Kronan bike and other 
great prizes, naked chil¬ 
dren moshing to the 
grooves of Quadruped and, 
of course, a fantastic crowd 
of T.A. members welcom¬ 
ing the holiday season. 

Special thanks 
to Carl Rosen- 
stein and the 
Puffin Room for 
providing the 
venue, all the 
volunteers who 
helped out that 
night, everyone 
who came to the 
party and 
Quadruped. 


CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, 

Representation and Litigation 


"Twenty years of cycling experience has made 
me painfully aware of the injuries caused by 
road accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured 
by careless motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal 
rights in any situation where you have suffered injury or damage. 
A fee is charged when compensation is obtained from the 
motorist's insurance company. 


For further information and 
complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L Slavin, Esq. 
( 212 ) 233-1010 



MANHATTAN 

RICKSHAW 

COMPANY 


Reservations accepted for weekend 
and weekday evening pedicab service 


• Sensible 

• Affordable 

• Magical 


Please 
call (212) 
604-4729 


www. m a n h atta n ri cks h a w. co m 
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COMMUTER PROFILE 


Officer Tom 

Name: Officer Tom Bluenke 

Neighborhood: Staten Island 
Occupation NYC Corrections Officer 
at 100 Centre Street 

T.A. member since: At least 1999 

How long commuting by bike? 

I started commuting by bike when I was 
assigned to the court system nine years 
ago. Before that, I had started biking in 
general in 1988 to lose weight and get 
back into shape. When I began, I told 
my father that I had spent $2000 on a 
bicycle. He was surprised because, when I 
was nineteen, he told me that I should be 
more concerned with bikes than cars. 
But, because I was thirty then, he 
thought that I should be more concerned 
about cars than bikes. But, I’m a bicycle 
junky. 

What's your route? 

In Staten Island, I take South Railroad to 
Highland Boulevard to Bay Street right 
into the third Staten Island ferry termi¬ 
nal. Once I’m in Manhattan, I take Front 
Street to the Centre Street Ramp to Pearl 
Street down to Worth and then to Centre 
Street. 45 min. + 12 min. And, yes, I 
ride at night-with lights. 


Bluenke 

Why commute by bike? 

I just find it to be more convenient 
because, among other things, you don’t 
have to worry about train delays. Also, 
I find that if I have a problem with the 
bike-which I occasionally do-it’s usual¬ 
ly only a flat tire. I’m now responsible 
for getting a few other corrections offi¬ 
cers at work to bike commute. 

Equipment: 

I have a number of bikes, but I usually 
commute on a Trek 7600. I tend to 
buy cycling gear for whatever time of 
year it is. The only bad habit I have is 
that I don’t wear a helmet. 

How do you park your bike? 

I bring it inside the court building and 
put it at the back of the employee 
lounge room. 

Bikes Stolen? 

I used to park my bikes outside the 
courthouse, but I had to stop because 
one of my bikes was stolen. 

What has the commuting experience 
been like so far? 

It’s great. It’s a stress reliever. I don’t 
have to worry about train schedules 



and I save three dollars a day. 

Do you have any advice to would-be 
commuters? 

If you’re serious, buy a halfway decent 
bike. It will be the best money you 
ever invested. 

Has becoming a cyclist changed your 
perspective? 

I think that most people don’t realize 
that, when we look at the automobile 
and public transportation, what we can 
do and what we’d like to do are not the 
same things. 
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QUIET STREETS 


212-94 7-4-455 
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T.A. members: FREE rack & fenders wiIh each Strida! 


www.strlda.com * 800 78 7-4322 


WINTER 2002 


23 




















BIKE TO TRANSIT 


Amtrak-800-872-7245, amtrak.com\ bicycles travel only in baggage cars. Not 
all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You may put your bike on an 
earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles must be boxed, $5 fee each 
way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most stops on “Vermonter” and 
“Adirondack” trains - call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road-718-558-8228 or mta.nyc.ny.us\ need permit: pick one 
up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible bikes OK 
without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season weekend 
trains have serious restrictions-see permit for details. 

Metro North -212-5 32-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central Sta¬ 
tion, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours and on several 
holidays. Limit two bikes per car, eight per train, except special bike trains. 
Groups of four or more must call ahead. Bikes OK all weekends. Port Jervis 
line-get NJ Transit pass. Check web for special summer “Bike Train” schedules. 
New Jersey Transit-973-762-5100; No permit needed for train, no bikes on 
buses. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No regular bikes during am rush hours 
to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes on some holidays. Bring two bungee 
cords to secure bike. 

NY Transit (Subway) -Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate and use 
ends of train cars. A few stations’ gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 
PATH-800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; permit not required. Rush hour (into 
NYC) restrictions. No restrictions weekends and Holidays. 
SEPTA-(Philadelphia)-215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, Norris¬ 
town, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off-peak travel only. 


Academy-212-971-9054, 212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways-800-858-8555; No fee, travels in luggage 
bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and cannot 
exceed 8”x32”x60”. No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 
Asbury Park-2 12-97 1-9054; no charge, call for restrictions. 
Bonanza-212-947-1766; national; $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 


Carey Transport-No bikes. 

Greyhound-800-2 31-2222; national service. Within NE Corridor same rules 
as Peter Pan. Elsewhere: provide your own box (or $10) plus $15 fee. 
Hampton Jitney-800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, trav¬ 
els in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines-No bikes. 

LI Bus-No bikes. 

MTA-7 18-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1 over Whitestone Bridge. 

Martz Trailways-800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express-212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. Col¬ 
lapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

Olympia Trails-212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan -800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front wheel. 
However, be prepared to box your bike and pay, esp. during holidays. 

Red & Tan Lines-No bikes. 

Short Line-800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Lines-516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways-800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 


FERRIES 


Delta Water Shuttle-800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 
Seastreak-800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to Highlands, NJ; 
Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle-888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries-No bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways-800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit two 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial-Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry-800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi -no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry-7 18-815-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 


W 


A\ 



NEW YORK 


Sunday May5 

8am rain or shine 


25th Anniversary Tour Celebrates the Spirit of New York City! 

30,000 cyclists ride 42 miles on traffic-free streets through New Yorks five Boroughs! 
Tour ends with a Festival including live music, exhibits and fun! 

Bring your family and friends and see New York City from your hike! 


Visit us at www.bikenewyork.org — register online or download your form 


For more information calk 212-932-BIKE or e-maEfmfo@bikenewyork.org 


Produced by: 
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SHOPS 


Buy A Bicycle And Go For A Ride! 


THANKS TO ALL THE SHOPS BELOW THAT 
support T. A. by offering our members 
discounts. Letters following store 
names indicate which items are dis¬ 
counted. Be sure to bring your T.A. 
membership card. Maps to the shops 
are at transalt.org/bikeshop. 


MANHATTAN 


A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
A NewGen Bikes *10% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 8 1/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bike Works *10% PBX 106 Ridge St 
Canal St Metro *10% ACPR 411 Canal 
Chelsea Bicycles 8% ACP 136 W 26th St 
City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 308 9th Av 
Cn’C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad’s Bike Shop 8% ACRP 23 Tudor City PI 
Emey’s Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Enoch’s Bike Shop *1 0% ACPR 736 10th Ave 
Frank’s Bike Shop 10% APR 333 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeffs *10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff’s *10% ACPR 1400 3rd Av 
Manhattan Bicycles *1 0% ABC PR 791 9th Av 
Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Scandinavian Ski & Sport *10% ACP 40 W 37 St 
Sid’s Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 233 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 346 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 223 Dyckman St 
Victor’s Bike Repair 8% ABR 4123 Broadway 


BROOKLYN 


On The Move 10% ACPS 400 7 Av 
P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 
R & A Cycles 10% ACPS 103 3 Av 
Roy’s Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 
Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 
Spokes & Strings 10% B 184 Havermeyer St 
Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 


BRONX 


Bronx Bicycle Discount *10% ACPR 912 E.Gun Hill Rd 
Eddie’s Cycle 5% A 10% P 2033 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPRS 371 Courtlandt Av 
Sid’s Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 213 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 


QUEENS 


Arc De Triumph 10% ABCP 114-01 Jamaica Av 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 33-01 23 Av 

Bellitte Bicycle *10% ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 

Bicycle Barn 8% R 107-34 Springfield Blvd 

Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 

Bill’s Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 

Bill’s Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 

Buddy’s 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 

Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 

Cigi II 10% C 91-07 37 Av 

Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 

Gray’s Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 

Labee Bicycles 10% ABP 139-01 Northern Blvd 

Queens Discount Bike *10% ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 


LONG ISLAND 


Bicycle Planet *1 0% ACP 340Jericho Tpke, Syosset 
Bikehampton *10%AP 36 Main St, Sag Harbor 
Brands Cycle & Fitness *10% ACP 1966 Wantagh 
Av, Wantagh 

Long Beach Bicycle & Fitness *10% 733 E. Park Av 
South Shore Bicycles *10% 1063-67 B’way, Woodmere 
Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 93 E Merrick Rd 


WESTCHESTER 


Bronx River Bicycle Works 15% ABPR (Mt. Ver¬ 
non) 6 N. Bond St 

Central Danny’s Cycles *1 0% ACPX (Scarsdale) 

644 Central Av 

High Caliper Bicycle *1 0% ACPR (White Plains) 

169 Mamaronack Av 

Pelham Bicycle Center 15% ACP 109 Wolfs Ln 
Sleepy Hollow Bicycle Center 10% ACP (Sleepy Hol¬ 
low) 93 Beekman Ave 

Yorktown Cycling Center 10% AC PI 899 Commerce St 



Academy 10% ABC PS (Palisades Park) 34 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR ( Engelwood)11 Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Jay’s Cycle Center 15% ACP (Westfield) 227 North Ave East 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG’s Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 B’way 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 13 
Somerville Cyclery *15% ACP (Somerville) 34 E Main St 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 321 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR Jersey City) 

331 Palisade Ave & (Cliffside Park) 674 Anderson Ave 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 173 Country Rd 


OTHER 


Mercury Skate Shop at Hub Station *8% ACRPS 81 E. 3rd 
Electrik Motion-Electric Powered Scooters & Bikes 
*5% ABP 7 Tamarac Ave, New City (Rockland County) 
866-372-6687 

Kronan Cycle North America *10% B kronancycle.com 
866-463-7662 

Strida Bicycle T.A. Members free rack and fenders 
with each Strida strida.com 800-787-4322 


Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold’s Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 
Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2136 Bath Av 
Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3 Av 
Bicycle Doctor 10% ABCPR 133 Grand St 
Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 
Bicycle Station *10% AR 360 Vanderbilt Av 
The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 
Brooklyn Bicycle Center 10% ABCPR 713 Coney Isl. Av 
Brooklyn Cyclery 10% R 337 Manhattan Av 
Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 
Dixon’s *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 
Larry’s Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1834 Flatbush Av 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 

*NO DISCOUNT ON 
SALE ITEMS 
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718-B75-3090 


Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Kit at 212-629-8080. 



Buy 1 tire, 
get 1 free tube. 


Open only to T.A. Members 
with valid T.A. membership 
card and this ad - no copies! 

244 Lafayette Street 

b/w Spring & Prince NYC 

212-431-3315 


"NEW YORK’S BEST BIKE SHOP" - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 

Offer expires 1/15/2002 
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LETTERS 


Open the Hudson Greenway 

I second your demand to open the Hudson Greenway! I now 
have to fight traffic from 58th Street south, even though the 
Greenway was the reason I began biking in the first place. I 
felt a little guilty for complaining about the inconvenience 
in the wake of the WTC attacks but it makes no sense to 
have the bike path closed when cars are whizzing by there 
everyday. The police act like they own that little strip of 
concrete when, in fact, we, the public, do. Is there someone 
I can write to express my desire to see the Greenway 
opened? 

Thanks, 

Larry Zuckerman 


Staten Island Right on Red 

Governor Pataki, 

I am a little concerned regarding the possibility of “Right 
on Red” in the borough of Staten Island. I am an avid 
cyclist as well as someone who drives often. I have seen way 
too many near misses involving normal stop signs, where 
drivers do not stop at the sign, as well as drivers turning, 
looking for vehicle traffic and not pedestrian traffic. By 
passing this legislation I feel that you will be making a 
grave mistake and inviting more pedestrian accidents. 
Thank you for your time, 

Sincerely, 

George Mattera 


{Editor’s note: It’s open! In December, eight hundred plus T.A. members e- 
mailed the Office of Emergency Operations following our coverage of the issue in 
the T.A. e-bulletin. See article page 6.) 

Rising out of the Ashes of 9/11 

If one good thing could come out of the 9/11 event, it 
would certainly be car-pooling. This old New Yorker would 
like to buy a round of drinks and metro cards for the Trans¬ 
portation Alternatives Staff. 

Thanks, 

Sam Henriques 

Closed Sidewalk at Foley Square 

I can understand that present conditions require the extra 
security of closing the sidewalk in front of the Federal Court 
House. However, use of the entire bike lane for pedestrians 
forces cyclists into traffic for the block in question. It seems 
that the bike lane is sufficiently wide to be shared by pedes¬ 
trians and cyclists by setting up the cones at the inner edge 
of the buffer zone, leaving the buffer zone itself for cyclists 
and the actual bike lane for pedestrians. Better yet, two sets 
of cones can be used to create a pedestrian and cycling lane 
separated from traffic. Even a concrete barricade could be 
put in place between the outer edge of the buffer zone and 
traffic to improve the situation. 

Thanks, 

Gary Eckstein 

Cheers for Central Park West 

The Central Park West bike lane is wonderful. Yes, curbside 
would have been better. But we’re more likely to get that 
when more people are riding along CPW. More will now 
because there’s now some kind of bike lane. 

The new CPW bike lane is great for my morning com¬ 
mute. In the evenings I was afraid to go through the Park 
but also afraid to ride squeezed between the killer cars. So I 
confess, I used to ride on the sidewalk. Now I’m off the 
sidewalk, and riding in Commissioner Salkin’s new bike 
lane. The CPW bike lane helps cyclists and it helps pedes¬ 
trians. 

Doubly good work! 

Wilton Woods 


{Editor’s note: Governor Pataki vetoed the Staten Island Right on Red on 
November 21, a victory for NYC’s cyclists and pedestrians.} 

Greetings from Florida 

I’m so very proud of what you are doing with and for bicyclists in 
New York. I’m a 79 year-old retired NYCPD detective. I rode 
and raced on bikes starting at age 14. In the old days, we (our 
club, the Kings Wheelers of Brooklyn) did our monthly centuries 
year round, in snow, rain or whatever. We respected automobiles 
and they gave us our due space. The reports you e-mail today are 
awesome. Though I ride daily on the trails in Florida, I miss the 
action of New York City. Reading what you’re doing for bicyclists 
makes me proud to think people still care for one another. 

Keep up the wonderful work!! 

Robert Michelman 


LAW OFFICE OF 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

305 Broadway, Suite 1101 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

New York, NY 10007 
212 - 577-9710 

adamlaw@ ear thlink. net 

HANDLING 
CYCLING ACCIDENTS 
AND YOUR 

OTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS 

- Free Consultation - 

No Recovery No Fee 
Affordable Rates 
Fellow Cyclist 8c City Resident 
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T. A . CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 


Wed. 13 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Help us spread the love 
of biking and sensible transportation. For more info call Kit Hodge or e-mail 
events@transalt. org. 

Mon. 18 T.A. office closed for Presidents’ Day 

Mon. 18 6:30 pm. T.A. Brooklyn Committee Monthly Meeting. Eco 

Books. 837 Union St., 2nd floor, upstairs from Ecomat, near 7th Ave. For 
more info call 212-629-8080 or e-mail brooklyn@transalt.org. 

Tu. 26 6-8 pm Auto-Free NY Meeting. “Beyond Petroleum- A new 
Vision for Transportation.” Ashok Gupta, NRDC. 104 Washington St., near 
Rector St. Contact George Haikalis at 212-475-3394 or geohaikalis@juno.com. 

Wed. 27 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Mail away the winter 
blues! For more info call Kit Hodge or e-mail events@transalt.org. 


MARCH 


Wed. 13 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Mail Spring a reminder 
to renew its T.A. membership and add a personal note of appeal for warm 
weather. For more info call Kit Hodge or e-mail events@transalt.org. 


Reduce Truffic! 
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Eco Books 

Books on Biking, Eco Transport, 
Green Cities ... and more! 


837 Union Street, above Ecomat 
718-623-2698 info@ecobooks.com 
www.ecobooks.com 


184 Havemeyer, basement, btwn S3rd &S4th 

Williamsburg, Brooklyn 

718.599.2409 

_ WED-SUN, 11-7 

Or \ SPOKES 



STRINGS 

MORE THAN 100 USED BIKES 

priced starting at $65 


Mon. 18 6:30 pm. T.A. Brooklyn Committee Monthly Meeting. Eco 

Books. 837 Union St., 2nd floor, upstairs from Ecomat, near 7th Ave. For 
more info call 212-629-8080 or e-mail brooklyn@transalt.org. 

Tu. 26 6-8 pm. Auto Free NY Meeting. “Transporting NYC’s Waste- 
There’s Got to be a Better Way.” Benjamin Miller, Author. 104 Washington St., 
near Rector St. Contact George Haikalis at 212-475-3394 or geohaikalis@juno.com. 

Wed. 27 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Come meet other dedi¬ 
cated T.A. volunteers. For more info call Kit Hodge or e-mail 

events@transalt. org. 



Wed. 10 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Celebrate Daylight Sav¬ 
ings with a fun and vigorous mailing! For more info call Kit Hodge or e-mail 

events@transalt. org. 


Mon. 15 6:30 pm. T.A. Brooklyn Committee Monthly Meeting. Eco 

Books. 837 Union St., 2nd floor, upstairs from Ecomat, near 7th Ave. For 
more info call 212-629-8080 or e-mail brooklyn@transalt.org. 

Tu. 1 6 7pm. ronx Chapter Meeting. New Focation at the new offices 
of the Mosholu Preservation Corp. 3400 Reservoir Oval East at corner of Tyron 
Ave. Call Rich Gans for more info 718-653-2203. 

Wed. 24 6-9 pm. Magazine Mailing Party Blow Out. Wall-to-wall 
live booze, pizza, beats and gab on the 12th floor. T.A. Office. For more info 
call Kit Hodge or e-mail events@transalt.org. 


MAY 


Mon.-Sat. 13-18 NYC Bike Week. An annual celebration of biking in 
New York. Contact T.A. if you want to volunteer. Check bikeweeknyc.org for 
more info. 


As always, be sure to check transalt.org/calendar for event updates 
and additions. 
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